Sherwood Forest Road Maintenance District
2017 Annual District Meeting
Saturday, June 17, 2017
Committee Members Present:  Howard G. Lerner, Stanley C. Taylor, and Vernice D. Cowell.
Clerk Treasurer Present: Linda S. Searles 

Committee members absent: Leonard R. Daigneault, Margaret Clemons, Timothy Hawkes, Peter Giano. 

Resident Registered Voters Present: Arlene Adler, Alan Cohen, Diane Cohen, Vernice D. Cowell, Melissa Freedman, Robert Grace, Julie Kay-Grace, Benoit Lamontagne, John Lennington, Howard G. Lerner, Clay Martinell, Sarah McFarlin, Alison Pasler, Bradley Pasler, Robert T. Ronzio, Steven Rosenthal, Ruth Rosenthal, Linda S. Searles, Timothy Sullivan, Marceline Thompson, Ronald Thompson. 
Mr. Steven Rosenthal, the moderator from the 2016 Annual District Meeting having ascertained from the Clerk Linda S. Seartles that a quorum of twenty (20) resident registered voters was present read the Sherwood Forest Road Maintenance District 2016 Annual District Meeting warrant announcement and convened the 2017 Annual District Meeting at 1:00 PM. 

As the first order of business he proceeded to and read:
Article 1: To see if the District proprietors will vote to elect a moderator, who should, but not need be, a proprietor of the District. Said newly elected moderator shall again certify to the Annual District meeting that a quorum, consisting of twenty (20) eligible voters of the District is in attendance.

Prudential Committee: Recommend




Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal called for nominations. Howard G. Lerner nominated Mr. Steve Rosenthal. Arlene Adler seconded the nomination. Mr. Rosenthal called twice for any other nominees. No names were advanced.  Since there was no other nominee Mr. Rosenthal called for the vote. The vote was unanimous and Mr. Rosenthal declared that he was elected district moderator.

Ms. Linda S. Searles, the District Clerk, swore in Mr. Steve Rosenthal as moderator. Mr. Rosenthal then proceeded to and read:

Article 2:  To see if the District will vote to approve the petitions of persons who own property on Wells Road and who seek to be excluded from the District under Section 21 of Chapter 380 of the Legislative Acts of 1982, as recommended by the Prudential Committee. The list of these petitioners is attached to this warrant. 

Prudential Committee: Recommend




Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal recognized Dr. Lerner. Mr. Lerner requested, based on there being no objections from the floor, that Article 2 be moved to become the last article on the Annual District Meeting warrant. Dr. Lerner noted that one (1) resident registered voter present was an individual living on Wells Road who if Article 2 were passed would no longer count towards the quorum present. Mr. Rosenthal twice put the request to the assembled registered voters and asked if there is any opposition to Dr. Lerner’s proposal.  Since no objection was raised, Mr. Rosenthal moved Article 2 to be the last article acted upon by the resident registered voters. 

Dr. Lerner moved Article 2. He stated the two (2) property owners submitted the necessary documentation to be excluded (Opt-Out) from the SFRMD. He indicated that the Prudential Committee reviewed each submission and recommended that the voters approve each request. He noted that the two property owners stated in their request that believed that their property derived no benefit from the repair and maintenance of the streets and ways within the District. The motion was seconded.  Mr. Rosenthal called for discussion and recognized Mr. Sullivan who asked for clarification that this exclusion would only remove an individual from the Sherwood Forest Road Maintenance District and not the Sherwood Forest Lake District. Mr. Ronzio, as the District Clerk for the Lake District confirmed that the two districts are separate municipal entities and actions taken be one do not have any standing in the other.  Mr. Rosenthal called for additional discussion and hearing none proceeded to call for a voice vote for Article 2, Article 2 passed unanimously. 

Mr. Rosenthal asked for a motion to move Article 2. Article 2 was moved and seconded. Next Mr. Rosenthal explained the facts and background surrounding the petition and a recent court ruling. He spelled out the basis for the option as delineated in section 21 of the enabling legislation, which created the district in 1982. He asked the assembled voter to look over the list of petitions and called for discussion. Hearing none, Mr. Rosenthal called for a voice vote.  Based on the response Mr. Rosenthal declared that Article 2 passed unanimously. 

Article 3:  The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor for individuals to fill one (1) regular resident prudential committee position. The moderator will then have the District proprietors vote to elect by secret ballot from among those nominated: one (1) regular resident member, who shall be a resident of the District entitled to vote at District meetings, and none of whom may be the District clerk or treasurer. The term of service of the elected regular resident member shall be two (2) years from the date of this Annual District meeting and/or until the election and qualification of their successors. 






Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal called for nominations to fill a regular resident prudential committee position. Ms. Cowell nominated Dr. Howard G. Lerner. Mr. Ronzio seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for additional nominations. No other names were advanced. Mr. Rosenthal closed nomination and called for the vote by secret ballot. The votes were tallied in the presence of the voters and Mr. Rosenthal declared that Dr. Howard G. Lerner received 18 votes, which was enough votes to exceed the majority number required for election. He then declared Dr. Howard G. Lerner elected to the regular resident prudential committee position. 

Article 4:  The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor for individuals to fill one (1) regular resident prudential committee position. The moderator will then have the District proprietors vote to elect by secret ballot from among those nominated: one (1) regular resident member, who shall be a resident of the District entitled to vote at District meetings, and none of whom may be the District clerk or treasurer. The term of service of the elected regular resident member shall be two (2) years from the date of this Annual District meeting and/or until the election and qualification of their successors. 






Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal called for nominations to fill a regular resident prudential committee position. Dr. Howard G. Lerner nominated Ms. Vernice D. Cowell. Mr. Pasler seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for additional nominations. No other names were advanced. Mr. Rosenthal closed nomination and called for the vote by secret ballot. The votes were tallied in the presence of the voters and Mr. Rosenthal declared that Ms. Vernice D. Cowell received 20 votes, which was enough votes to exceed the majority number required for election. He then declared Ms. Vernice D. Cowell elected to the regular resident prudential committee position. 

Article 5:  The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor for individuals to fill one (1) regular non-resident prudential committee position. The moderator will then have the District proprietors vote to elect by secret ballot from among those nominated:  one (1) regular non-resident member, who shall be a non-resident assessed owner of real estate within the District. The term of service of the one (1) elected regular non-resident member shall be two (2) years from the date of this Annual District meeting and/or until the election and qualification of their successors. 






Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal called for nominations to fill a regular non-resident prudential committee position. Mr. Robert Grace nominated Mr. Stanley Taylor. Mr. Lennington seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for additional nominations. No other names were advanced. Mr. Rosenthal closed nomination and called for the vote by secret ballot. The votes were tallied in the presence of the voters and Mr. Rosenthal declared that Mr. Stanley C. Taylor received 20 votes, which was enough votes to exceed the majority number required for election. He then declared Mr. Stanley C. Taylor elected to the regular non-resident prudential committee position. 

Article 6:  The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor for individuals to fill one (1) alternate non-resident prudential committee position. The moderator will then have the District proprietors vote to elect by secret ballot from among those nominated:  one (1) alternate non-resident member, who shall be a non-resident assessed owner or real estate within the District. The term of service of the one (1) elected alternate non-resident member shall be two (2) years from the date of this Annual District meeting and/or until the election and qualification of their successors. 













Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal called for nominations to fill an alternate non-resident prudential committee position. Dr. Howard G. Lerner Dr. nominated Mr. Timothy Hawkes. Mr. Pasler seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for additional nominations. No other names were advanced. Mr. Rosenthal closed nomination and called for the vote by secret ballot. The votes were tallied in the presence of the voters and Mr. Rosenthal declared that Mr. Timothy Hawkes received 18 votes, which was enough votes to exceed the majority number required for election. He then declared Mr. Timothy Hawkes elected to the alternate non-resident prudential committee position. 

Article 7: The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor for District Clerk to see if the District proprietors will vote by secret ballot to elect a clerk who must be a resident of the District entitled to vote at District meetings. The term of service shall be one (1) year from the date of this Annual District Meeting until the election and qualification of the clerk’s successor. 
Majority Vote Required
Mr. Rosenthal called for nominations to fill District Clerk position. Dr. Howard G. Lerner nominated Mr. Robert T. Ronzio. Ms. Cowell seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for additional nominations. No other names were advanced. Mr. Rosenthal closed nomination and called for the vote by secret ballot. The votes were tallied in the presence of the voters and Mr. Rosenthal declared that Mr. Robert T. Ronzio received 16 votes, which was enough votes to exceed the majority number required for election. He then declared Mr. Robert T. Ronzio elected to the District Clerk position. 

Article 8: The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor for District Treasurer to see if the District proprietors will vote by secret ballot to elect a treasurer who must be a resident of the District entitled to vote at District meetings. The term of service shall be one (1) year from the date of this Annual District Meeting until the election and qualification of the clerk’s successor. 

Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal called for nominations to fill District Treasurer position. Dr. Howard G. Lerner nominated Mr. Robert T. Ronzio. Ms. Cowell seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for additional nominations. No other names were advanced. Mr. Rosenthal closed nomination and called for the vote by secret ballot. The votes were tallied in the presence of the voters and Mr. Rosenthal declared that Mr. Robert T. Ronzio received 16 votes, which was enough votes to exceed the majority number required for election. He then declared Mr. Robert T. Ronzio elected to the District Treasurer position. 

Article 9: To see if the District eligible voters will vote to establish a Stabilization Fund IAW MGL c. 40, sec 5B by transferring $43,000.00 from the surplus unexpended funds in the District’s Money Market Account or to take any other related there to.

Prudential Committee: Recommend




Majority Vote Required

Dr. Lerner moved the article Mr. Thompson seconded. Mr. Rosenthal recognized Dr. Lerner who stated that he wished to amend the article. He stated that the correct amount to be transferred amount is $46,557.65.  Mr. Thompson seconds the amendment. Dr. Lerner stated that the exact amount in the bank account certified by the District Treasurer is the amount stated in the amendment. Dr. Lerner upon Mr. Rosenthal’s request answered questions from the floor further regarding the stabilization fund. Mr. Lerner stated that a Stabilization Fund is found in Section 23 of Chapter 380 the Special Act that created the District in 1982, but surplus funds were never moved into that account.  Mr. Rosenthal asked for further discussion, heard none and called for a voice vote. Article 9 passed unanimously. 

Article 10: To see if the District will vote to authorize the Selectmen of the Town of Becket to petition the Legislature to enact amendments to the special act numbered as Chapter 380 of the Acts of 1982 and entitled “AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE SHERWOOD FOREST ROAD MAINTENANCE DISTRICT IN THE TOWN OF BECKET”; a copy of which has been approved by the Prudential Committee, is on file with the District Clerk, posted on the District website, and is attached hereto as Exhibit A and made a part of this Warrant;  provided that the Legislature may reasonably vary the form and substance of the requested legislation within the scope of the general public objectives of this petition; or take any action relative thereto.

Prudential Committee: Recommend





Majority Vote Required
Dr. Lerner moved Article 10. Mr. Ronzio seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for discussion. Mr. Robert Grace addressed the voters and stated that he is not in favor of Article 10 because he does not believe that proxies should be allowed and part time non-residents who own only land should not be entitled to have a say in how their tax dollars are allocated for road maintenance. Mrs. Julia Kay Grace also expressed her concerns for not endorsing Article 10 siting environmental concerns as well as other issues regarding who is included in the class of voters. After much discussion Mr. Ronzio called the question. Mr. Rosenthal ended discussion and called for the vote; Mr. Rosenthal declared that Article 10 passed as it received 18 votes in favor, which was enough votes to exceed the majority number required for election. He also noted that 2 nay votes were recorded).

Article 11:  To see if the District will vote to have the Prudential Committee prepare and submit a citizen’s petition warrant article as required by M.G.L. c.39 §10 to the Town of Becket. The purpose of said warrant article is to have town voters authorize the Selectmen to advance to the Massachusetts General Court (state legislature) the amended changes to Chapter 380 of the Acts of 1982 as approved in Article 10 above. 

Prudential Committee: Recommend 





Majority Vote Required
Dr. Lerner moved Article 11. Ms. Cowell seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for discussion. With no discussion presented he called for a voice vote. Mr. Rosenthal states that Article 11 passes unanimously. 
Article 12: To see if the District voters will vote to appropriate to funding for the following FY2017 accounts at the listed amount for the balance of the fiscal year: 
Winter Roads
 
 new total $145,500
and to fund this by transferring $1,500.00 from Waterways 

and to fund this by transferring $34,000.00 from General Roads  

District Expenses
 new total $4,200.00

and to fund this by transferring $2,250.00 from Waterways

Outsourced Services
 new total $19,000.00

and to fund this by transferring $2,500.00 from General Reserve

and to fund this by transferring $3,000.00 from Overlay

and to fund this by transferring $10,000.00 from Waterways

Insurance

 new total $5,000.00

and to fund this by transferring $1,000.00 from Overlay

Prudential Committee: Recommend




Majority Vote Required

Dr. Lerner moved Article 12. Mr. Ronzio seconded.  Mr. Rosenthal recognized Dr. Lerner who stated he wished to amend the amounts designated as follows: Winter Roads to $145,000.00, transferring $33,230.00 from Waterways, Attorney Expenses to $19,000.00 transferring $$4,000.00 from General Reserve, $6,700.00 from Overlay and $8,300 from Waterways. Mr. Ronzio seconded the amended motion. Mr. Rosenthal called for discussion twice. Hearing none Mr. Rosenthal called for a voice vote.  Mr. Rosenthal declared Article 12 passed unanimously.

 Article 13. To see if the District eligible voters will vote to raise and appropriate such sums of money as may be needed to defray the operating expenses of the District for the 2018 fiscal year as delineated in Chapter 380 of the Legislative Acts of 1982 and as set forth in the attached proposed SFRMD Operating Budget - FY2018: in the amount of $283,971.00 or to take any other related there to.
Prudential Committee: Recommend




Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal stated he would give everyone present a few minutes to read and review the budget as presented. He asked voters to call out any line item by number so that that line item could be held for further discussion. Mr. Rosenthal recognized Dr. Lerner who gave an overall review of procedures in developing the FY2018 Operating Budget and the slight increase in FY2018 tax rate when taking into account an appropriation error that occurred in the prior year under the former treasurer. Mr. Ronzio explained how the tax rate is set by the Massachusetts Department of Revenue. Since no items were called out, Mr. Rosenthal called for a voice vote of the entire budget. Mr. Rosenthal declared that Article 13 passes unanimously. 

Mr. Rosenthal then stated that he would take up Article 2, which had been moved to the end of the warrant earlier in the meeting. 
Article 2 revisited:  To see if the District will vote to approve the petitions of persons who own property on Wells Road and who seek to be excluded from the District under Section 21 of Chapter 380 of the Legislative Acts of 1982, as recommended by the Prudential Committee. The list of these petitioners is attached to this warrant. 

Prudential Committee: Recommend




Majority Vote Required

Dr. Lerner moved Article 2 now the last item of business on the warrant. He stated the two (2) property owners submitted the necessary documentation to be excluded (Opt-Out) from the SFRMD. He indicated that the Prudential Committee reviewed each submission and recommended that the voters approve each request. He noted that the two property owners stated in their request that believed that their property derived no benefit from the repair and maintenance of the streets and ways within the District. The motion was seconded.  Mr. Rosenthal called for discussion and recognized Mr. Sullivan who asked for clarification that this exclusion would only remove an individual from the Sherwood Forest Road Maintenance District and not the Sherwood Forest Lake District. Mr. Ronzio, as the District Clerk for the Lake District confirmed that the two districts are separate municipal entities and actions taken be one do not have any standing in the other.  Mr. Rosenthal called for additional discussion and hearing none proceeded to call for a voice vote for Article 2, Article 2 passed unanimously.

Mr. Rosenthal stated that all of the articles on the SFRMD 2017 Annual District Meeting warrant had been addressed and voted. He then called for a motion to dissolve the meeting. Mr. Rosenthal declared the meeting dissolved by unanimous vote at 1:52 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,
Linda S. Searles
Clerk & Treasurer 
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