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Sherwood Forest Road Maintenance District
Prudential Committee Meeting

Date: Saturday, June 17, 2017
Time: 11:00 AM

Location: Becket Town Hall

557 Main Street, Becket, MA

MINUTES - DRAFT
Committee Members present: Howard G. Lerner (Chair), Vernice D. Cowell (Vice Chair), and Stanley C. Taylor,

Absent:  Timothy D. Hawkes, and Leonard R. Daigneault, Margaret A. Clemons, and Peter Giano.

Also present Charles Andrews (Road Superintendent) and Robert T. Ronzio Clerk/Treasurer. 

Public Present: Craig Willis, Mr. Jekot and Mr. Robert T. Ronzio. 
Location: Becket Town Hall, 557 Main Street, Becket, MA 01223

Introduction - Dr. Lerner opened the meeting with a call to order at 11:15 AM and announced that parliamentary procedural rules previously adopted will regulate and conduct of the meeting in accordance with the provisions of the Open Meeting Law (OML), other pertinent Massachusetts general laws, the by-laws of the district and local customs and traditions. Dr. Lerner asked if anyone would like to have the entire rules and regulations read aloud. Mr. Taylor made a motion to dispense with reading the procedural provisions of the OML. Ms. Cowell seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Dr. Lerner asked if anyone present planned to record the meeting. Dr. Lerner noted that Mr. Ronzio would be recording the meeting for his brother. Dr. Lerner noted that there were agendas on the table for all present. He again stated that the aforementioned guidelines are being followed to insure that the district complied with the General Laws of the Commonwealth. 

1. Prudential Committee Members Comments and Announcements- None. 

Public Participation - Dr. Lerner stated that because Mr. Jekot was in attendance he asked the committee if anyone object to adjusting the order of the agenda item so the Public Input portion of the meeting could be moved and held as the second item. Since there was no objections raised Dr. Lerner reorganized the agenda. Mr. Jekot thanked Dr. Lerner for this opportunity to address the committee. He stated that he has been lived in his home at 158 Prince John Drive for 43 years. He indicated that because he had occupied that address for such a long time he was very familiar with the area, the roads, and the drainage issues. He explained that the drainage ditch in front of his house needed to be addressed because the the water was flooding his property and creating wetlands. He explained that this problem is creating erosion that could potentially pollute his well. Dr. Lerner assured Mr. Jekot that he personally would take a look at the property along with the Road Superintendent to determine what could be done to correct the problem. 

Another resident who lives at 415 Prince John Drive indicated that he is had issues with water and drainage and that the problem is getting worse. Dr. Lerner explained that he would be sure to look at it and have the Superintendent assess that situation as well.  He reminded all present to please be sure and call the Road District phone to report any problems as they arise. He noted that the district proprietors that all messages left on the answerering device are returned within 24 hours.  

2. General Roads

a. Update on Maid Marian/Lancelot Lake Bank Stabilization Project- Dr. Lerner stated that he needed to get in touch with Berkshire Engineering. 

b. Road Surface Report - Dr. Lerner stated that the district have received numerous requests from residents about the general conditions of the roads. Dr. Lerner indicated that the committee needed to address and evaluated each issue as it arises. He. Stated that he would contact the road superintendent to get the contractor moving to grade and rake the road as summer is only a few days away. Mr. Taylor made a motion to advise contractor to only use specific materials as requested by the Prudential Committee and that the Road Superintendent be prepared to ensure compliance, Ms. Cowell seconded. Prudential Committee members briefly discuss the importance of using the correct material. Dr. Lerner amended the motion to also state that the Chairman be authorized to inform the Road Superintendent of said issue, Ms. Cowell seconded the amendment. Both the motion and the amendment pass unanimously. 

c. Road Spring Grading Plan - Tabled to a future meeting when Mr. Andrews can be present.

d. Street Signs - Damaged, Missing and Replacement Report-  Tabled to a future meeting when Mr. Andrews can be present.

e. Road Designations-Primary and Secondary-  Tabled to a future meeting when Mr. Andrews can be present.

f. Con Com Enforcement Order Maid Marian Ln Culvert Replacement - Nothing new to report at this time. 

3. Water Ways  

a. Drainage Ditch and Culvert Inspections including headwall Capstones - Tabled until a future meeting. 
b. Windrow and Sod Berm Removal - Tabled until a future meeting.

c. Sediment Controls - Tabled until a future meeting. 
4. Update on Expanded Voting rights status- Dr. Lerner noted that this will be discussed at great length at the Annual District Meeting.  Prudential Committee members read and review the updated registered voter list.  Dr. Lerner stated that the article has address all of the issues raised at the last Town of Becket Annual Meeting but it could be withdrawn if it not accepted in the from presented. Mr. Taylor made a motion authorizing Dr. Lerner to pull the Voting Rights article from the warrant if he sees fit to do so, Ms. Cowell seconded; Unanimous Approval. 

5. Road Maintenance Contracts-STATUS

   a. General Road Service Contract- Dr. Lerner stated that the Road Maintenance contract had been awarded to White Wolf. Mr. Ronzio confirmed that the awarding of the contract. 

    b. Roadside Mowing Contract - Bid Opening - Dr. Lerner opened the bids and reviewed them with the Prudential Committee members.  Bids received from White Wolf and Gary O’Brien Property Management.

c.   Right of Way- Contract for Tree trimming & Emergency Removal - Bid Opening- Dr. Lerner opened a sole bid from Gary O’Brien Property Management.

Dr. Lerner indicated that he would forward all bids and send them to the District’s attorney for review. 

6. Opt- Out Requests - Wells Road - Dr. Lerner stated that thee district had two Opt-Outs that and they will need to be voted on at the Annual District Meeting. Ms. Cowell makes a motion to accept both Wells Road Opt-Outs (Sitz and Sullivan), Mr. Taylor seconded; Unanimous approval. 

7. Website Update - Ms. Cowell stated that there is nothing new to report.

8. Any other Business to come before the Board- Warrant Approval - Prudential Committee members review the warrant as presented. Ms. Cowell makes a motion to accept the warrant as presented, Mr. Taylor seconds the motion; Unanimous Approval. 

Mr. Taylor made a motion to continue the meeting to a date time certain, that being immediately upon the conclusion of the Annual District Meeting on June 17, 2017 at the same location, the Becket Town Hall. The motion is seconded by Ms. Cowell. Unanimous approval. The meeting was continued at 11:52 AM.
9. Post - Annual Meeting Requirements – 
a. Swearing in New Members – The newly elected member of the Prudential Committee: Dr. Howard G. Lerner, Ms. Vernice D. Cowell, Stanley C. Taylor, and Mr. Robert T. Ronzio were sworn in by Mr. Rosenthal the moderator.  Mr. Timothy Hawkes who was not present would be sworn in at a later date.
b. Board Reorganization – The new SFRMD Prudential Committee reorganized itself for FY2018. Vernice D. Cowell nominated Dr. Howard G. Lerner to be chair of the prudential committee no other names were advanced Dr. Lerner was elected, Dr. Lerner nominated Vernice D. Cowell to be vice-chair of the prudential committee no other names were advanced Ms. Cowell was elected.

c.  FY 2018 Prudential Committee Meeting Calendar FY2018 – The prudential committee tentatively approved a monthly meeting schedule and set the first meeting for July 8, 2017.
10. Public Input - Moved to the top of the agenda.

11. Review Correspondence - Prudential Committee members review the correspondence received. 

12. Adjournment - Mr. Taylor made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:15 PM, Ms. Cowell seconded; Unanimous Approval.

Schedule - Next monthly meeting Saturday, July 8, 2017 at 8:45 AM.
